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THE WRITER’S WORKSHOP OF
BLOOMINGDALE
NOVEMBER 2008

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Our November workshops will be on
November 8th and November 22nd,
from 9:00 a.m. until noon.

Format rules are: Minimum, 12-pt. font
and double spaced with one-inch
margins on all sides.

Information about the 2009 Inside
Writing and Publishing series of
seminars will be available on the
Dec/Jan Bloomingdale Library
newsletter. Go to www.mybpl.org. Click
on “about the library” and then “library
newsletter”, starting in December if you
cannot make it to the library for a
brochure. The brochures should be
available in December.

This novel is set in Michigan’s Upper
Penninsula. Notice the author’s use of
nature in her simile vocabulary.

Source:
Hills, Kathleen, Hunter’s Dance,

Mystery Worldwide Library, 2006, pp.
8, 20 and 49 respectively.

SIMILE SPOTLIGHT

“Mclntire spotted Arnie Johnson headed
in his direction, threading his way
through the crowd like a trout swimming
upstream.”

“Mia watched the skinny shoulders
(alliteration) disappear into the crowd,
which parted like the Red Sea for his
passing.”

“The engine roared and the wagon
trembled like a spirited horse eager to
charge across field and forest leaping
everything in its path.”

HYPERBOLE

(Pronounce all four syllables.)

“Hyperbole is a statement that
exaggerates in order to impress (it is
used in comedy as well):

4+ [t must have snowed for about
forty days straight.

4+ There were a million people at
your party.”

Source:

Glatthorn, Allan A., Willa F. Spicer,
1983, The Young Writer’s Handbook,
Science Research Associates, Inc., p. 49.




THOSE CONFUSING COMMAS

“Use a comma to set off informal, direct
quotations:

+ “Wherever I am needed,”
declared the volunteer, “there I
will gladly go.”

#+ The doctor remarked, “I haven’t
seen many cases like yours as yet

this season.”

+ “Let us reason together,” I urged.

Note that no comma is needed in an
indirect quotation:

4+ The supervisor told us that all
chronic absenteeism would not
be tolerated.

+ We asked what the price for the
larger refrigerator would be

during Saturday’s sale.

#+ Experience has shown how best
to manage exit interviews.

Source:

Shertzer, Margaret, 1986, The Elements
of Grammar, Collier Books, p. 87.

CAN YOU HAIKU?

Matsuo Basho (1644-1694)
“Basho the seeker”
In the last nine years of his life, Basho is

credited with reinventing the haiku form,
transforming it into one of the great lyric

forms in human culture. Examples of his
poems are:

The whitebait
opens its black eye
in the net of the law.

A crow
has settled on a bare branch—
autumn evening.

The crane’s legs
Have gotten shorter
In the spring rain.

(Haikus are always about nature. Please
note that the syllabic count—17
syllables--is lost in the translations.)

Source:

Hass, Robert, Editor. 1994. The
Essential Haiku: Versions of Basho,
Buson & Issa. Harper Collins Publshers,
pp. 3, 11, and 13.

COLUMN TWO PERSONALS

Congratulations to John Flaherty, a
member who won third place in the
Emerging Writers” Short Story Contest
for his “BUMS” short story. The contest
is sponsored by the Center for the Book,
State of Illinois. It was critiqued by the
Bloomingdale workshop earlier this
year.




How to Snag a Literary Agent

Any of us who have gone
through the effort of sending our work to
those few publishers who accept
unsolicited manuscripts or query letters
or one-page synopses, may often wonder
if anyone ever gets anything accepted.

In the January issue of Poets and
Patrons, Literary Journal, Sandra Hurtes
wrote an article titled “Calling All
Agents”. She started off by saying that
there are a few publishers out there
willing to accept unsolicited work but
not many. Most publishers now rely on
the keen eyes of the literary agent to
preview material. As stated in my
previous article in our October 2008
monthly newsletter, Writer’s Ink, Editor
Steven Cory of the Georgia Review said
he has received over 270,000 pieces in
the last 25 years and most were pretty
bad.

So it appears that if we wish to
get published, we are probably going to
have to find an agent to represent us to
publishers. In Sandra Hurtes’ article,
she tells how to attract a potential
agent’s attention.

One of the things is to be able to
mention in our query letter a common
connection. For example, someone in the
field who has made a nice comment
about your work. The literary business,
and it is a business, is built on
relationships. The agent, after all, has to
be able to get the publisher’s ear so they
might consider your work. Their
connections are vital for their success in
the publishing world.

You can start by going to writers’
conferences and talk to authors that you

have read and, hopefully, write in your
style. Introduce yourself and try to get to
know them. Tell them you are an
unpublished writer. Have a one-sentence
synopsis of your stories memorized so
you can blurt it out if asked what you
write about. Record what they say. Then
when you approach an agent, mention
the authors by name and the fact that
they said nice things about your work.
(Don’t lie but only mention the ones
with positive comments.) If you have
had a teacher who liked your work,
mention that as well. Even if you have
had rejections but the reviewer said
something nice about your work,
mention that to the prospective agent.

Another way to get started is to
go after the Literary Journals. Get your
short works published in these journals,
or even in newspapers, and refer to them
when talking to the agents. You might
even get a phone call from an agent who
has read your material in a newspaper or
journal, asking about your other work. It
is tough to get published in prestigious
newspapers, but if you do, it is a good
start. Also, try the smaller community
newspapers; generally it is easier to get
accepted.

There are several ways to find
agents. One way is to go to the various
listings in the published Writers Guides.
Books like Jeff Herman’s Guide to Book
Publishers, Editors, and Literary Agents,
published annually by Three Dog Press;
Writer’s Markets, published annually by
Writer’s Digest Books; or Writer’s
Handbook, published annually by
Kalmbach Publishing Co. These and
other similar books are available in
libraries. You can search for other titles
by searching the Internet with the
keywords, “Writers’ Guides”. You might




also find the names of agents in the
flyleaf of a published book. If an author
writes in your style, be sure you mention
this in your query letter to the agent.

When you send query letters to
prospective agents, be sure to follow the
published guidelines that apply to them.
Most just want a simple letter describing
your work with very little detail. You
can find the agents guidelines on their
website, or in one of the author guides.
Follow the published guidelines and do
not send the prospective agent your
manuscripts unless they specifically ask
for them. Do not send the material
through the post office if they ask for e-
mail submissions. Conversely, do not
send via the Internet if they ask for
postal submissions.

Remember, this is a buyer’s
market. There are thousands of aspiring
writers these days so you have lots of
competition. Have faith in your work; be
persistent and you will make it!

John J. Flaherty
Source:
Hurtes, Sandra, “Calling All Agents.”

Poets and Writers, V36:1, Jan/Feb,
2008.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

From Mary Ann Lufkin
malufkin@comcast.net

Writers Workshop of Bloomingdale
2007-2008 all rights reserved. Materials
here are the property of the author(s).




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


